. - Repiblieari leaders in 1hé Colofa--
.o Taise state {axes by as much s

. Inirease-the saled ta; ;
$210 million & year, including omd © whard the-eity Tevy.is 16 increase
proposal that' wonld i  Aprit ] from £

Denver,




hights as the Intake officer at Jyve-
tile Hall" in Denver, He deseribed
Vollack as a judicial conservative
-and a “law and order man.” .
Vollack-is-a'past-presidentut-the
* Coliwado Couneil tﬂ;e Trial J udge%, a
- past president of the Distriet adg-
le?;z{'ssacizﬂom and a former mem-
bet 'of- the State Judicial Planning

Council, He was an. Air Forcs .

squsadm;a commander from 1951 1o
958 .
- Vollaek, who a¥voids - being
gged with a- philosgphical view-
point, said he "considers himgelf

sald ofe of ihe_p_y

g

. Vellack { :

* facing the- court systern -
- ative litigation™ or litigation that

'really has nomerit, B .
“Thil type-of litigation takes
tme in the courts, arid also takes
away ffom people that have legiti-

" mate grievances,” hesald, . -
. l,amhl;lg-‘hbe'gan J,fst criticize ﬁm

: urt last Augist. He
‘ ayed by a number
high conrt’s rulings and satd
court. “has had a-tendency to
take reasgnable points of I

" gal Aid. aftorney; -

rocedure ared: fhirs
a Tumlier. of Colovado eourt dé
sions “ that - geény .46

boturids of crimifial law:ss detin
by the U.S. Supreme Cotrt. ™. -

. Chief Justice Joseph

TOr's Comments, “I'm mot
engage in a debate with | )
have an excellent poury;
and take our constitutions] respan. -
sibilities serigusly, ” hé said_
The other members gt
are: Jean Dubofsky, a for

Gegrge Lo

ovira, &
formér Denver District. - Court
Judge who oflen
court on-criminal
and William Erieksg,
the- court  before -
Bovermor.. : . .

disagrees with the. - o
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House GOP plans straw vote

By Michelle P. Fulcher
Oerrvor Post Capitol Sureay

House Republicans will take a straw
vote Monday on a package of
lax increases and spending limits offered
by GOP leaders.

And, not surprisingly, there wasn't a
Iot of gung-ho support for it during a dis-
cussion Friday, because 2 major portion

of i calls for raising taxes in 198 ~ an
election year.

“I den't think 1 m prepared to stpport
any tax increases right now. My district
15 not a wealthy district and these pecple
are mostly on fixed incomes and can’t
support or afford any additional tax in.
(Teases  said slate Rep John Singer, R-
Aurora

The package, proposed by Houge
Speaker Bev Eledsoe, includes a 6-cent
increase in the state gas tax and continy
alion of personal and corporate income
taxes that had been due 1o expire In the
next few years.

Would raise 358 million

But it would raise dn estimated $50
million for the stale budget, straining
from the effects of a stagnant economy
and increasing demands for new govern
ment programs.

"'The one overriding thought and con
cern of people in my district, and I think
generally on the Western Slope, is don't
raise taxes,” sasd Rep g Carpenter R
Grand Junetion.

But there was also some indication
that many of the House's 47 GOP mem-
bers are resigned to the fact that fione of
the preposals for gelling out of the state"s
budget crunch wall be easy

"Any time you do 3 poll and sasv do yvou
wanl your faxes to BC up everybody savs
N8’ of course,” said Rep -Peter Mmahan
R Calorado Springs

"I think those same peaple whe don |

on tax hikes

Bledsoe s plan on Monday.
Hep. Bob Kirseht, the budget eommit-
lee's chairman and a Pyeblg Republicas,
said he will seek to replace the.incopme _
tax hikes with a 10-cent Perpack increase
in the cigarette tax, and approyal of elec-
tronic Iottery games. R T
The' cigarélte tax could pradies an m-
mediate $30 million 2 year, 7 he instin-
tion of an electrofije“Lotig * game wauld
raise another $14 million 3 year, ;-
Together, that would 1o ghly . match
"{~ what Bledsos plann i ;

: ed to
nating an inflation “index,” dnd a half.
percent eredit on :

personal income fax
and changes in corporate tax sthedulgs,
Kirscht said Republicans =emadire-
luctant to increase income taxes, whifle
both his money-raisers would eﬁnmé rom
]

people who voluntarily decided {0 épend
the money '

Restore food sales tax i

" k]
R IS -
Rep. Glenn Underwood, ' R-Olathe,
called for restoration of the sales fax on
feod, with a refund te retirn the :sponey

to the poor. i
Tdise $40 miljon

The tax wouid
diately, he saig, e
s the easiest way to raisp tax,men-
ey there is,” he told his collfagues. 1
know yon're seared {0 run for re-election
if you put it baek on there, but it sti]} will
eifect the peaple of Colorado theleast
Bledsoe's package would conlinig the
state’s plarmed 535 percent mcrease in
state aid to local school districts thipugh
Dec. 31, but after that, the skate’s coniri
bution will prebably drep. Because state
law requires schoo) disiricls i¢ spend /&
certain amounl on each syidént’ !lhat]
means local property {axes will have ta
rise next year to make up the differdnce.

The Legislalure’s other aption isfia cul
the amount spent on each student 3"solu-
Hon opposed by educators.

itme-

Tha Denver Post / Duane Howalt
House Speaker Bev Biedsoe shows strain of budget crunch during causus

wan! thewr taxes 1o go up want that new
prson buit and want us o be tough on
enime. They want us Lo fix all these roads
and thev sure don't want their property
taxes to go up This 15 a simple plan

and it doesnl raise taxes very much
Minahan said.

Several lawmakers, iecluding  the
chairman of the Legislature's Jaint Budg.
et Commutlee will offer some changes to

By Ner Westergaard

Denver Post Capetel Buraau Chaat

Two of Romer's chief critics are Sen Durham left with

"Put up or shut up,” Romer challenges his cﬁti;és

-
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Ser Ralph Cole Romer answers poticy critics; at left Marie Harker time deposit manager
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en driving and reducing the cost of ex-

ill is approaching

"secution of

1s. All I've done is

rive smokers some

‘here they can go

| pursue their vice.®
Sen. Bob Martinez

ent of her bilt

Bob Martinez, D-Commerce
'd that Ezzard s bill, before
nearly crossed the “{hin line
‘otecling the rights of non.
d the otlright persecution of

15 approaching the persecu-
kers ' Martinez said “All

st outside Sanate during debate; son, Frank I|1 is at left

S no-smoking bill
shtray — for now

£

The Denver Post / Duane Howsl

I ve dore is try to give smokers some
place where they can go out ang pursue
thelr vies *

As 1t's currently worded, Ezzard s hil
would apply to ali places where the pub-
lie gathers, except taverns, tobaceo
shops, restaurants that seat 50 or fewer,

businesses that employ less than 20 peo-
ple and private social functions that oe-
cupy all of what usually is a public
roor

Ezzard 2 Republican from Cherry
HUs Village, convinced other legislators
that SB 17 deserved another round of de-
bate on the Senate floor and blocked

reassignment of the bil] to the Senate
Appropriations Committes.

ponents argeed that (here may be
hidden enforcement costg behind the
smoking ban, even though committee
testimony indicated such costs will be
minimal,

Ezzard said she thought the move to
have the bill sent to the appropriations
commiltee was “obvidusly an effort to
kil the bill

ted at saving water

ommodes use orly about 3
ome older models yse up to
lons, Glass said.

2 state could conserve mil-
ms of water each year if
1 fixtures were required, a
1sive approach to state wa.
ent needs then new damg

U also will pay dividends by
capacity of sewage treal-

e said.

dng about a heck of a lot of
s2id

ives of the state's homee=in the

try, however, said the in-

—— et

dustry is aleady using - low-flow" fix-
tures in new developments

Vern Purdy, who represented the Colo-
rado Association of H ousing and Ruild-
ing, sajd the only way to effectively limit
waler usage iIs to allow installation of
smaller water lines, Now, a three-quarier
inch #ine is the standard for alf projects.
no matter what water usage will be

Smaller lines would make it difficult
far a homeowner (g convert to higher
flow fixtures because the flow limitation
would be in the watey ling itself, not Just

moved

which cag. be easily. rec

‘;;ate on
tax plan
delayed

Proposal carries
2% spending cap

By Michelle P. Fulcher
Denver Post Capitol Bureay

House Republicaps considered every-
thing from SCTapping employee pay rais-
es o e Proposed tax increases
Monday, but they canié no closer to get-
ting the state out of its budpet crisis,

Republtcan leaders haq hoped to begin
voting Monday on a tax package pro-
posed by Speaker Bev Bledsoe, 2 Hugo
Republican, aimed at helping the state
cape with a sluggish economy and lower-

-expecied tax revenyes,

But they put off the vote to gein more
Support for the plan, which ncludes a 6
cent-per-gallon inerease in state fuel tax.
€s and hikes in personal and ¢orporate
inconte taxes Bledspe's plan is premised
on only a 2 percent increase in state
spending rext year.

In an hourlong meeling Monday, the
chairman of the Legislature’s influentia)
Joint Budget Committee called that Timit
unrealistically low.

Spending hike likely

Rep. Bob Kirscht, a Pueblo Repubii-
can, said Bledsoe's cap has little chance
of surviving the Joint Budget Commitiee
or Senate Republicans who are aiming
for a B percent increase. A 35 percent4
percent spending increase in the State's
81.8 billion budget is more likely, Kirscht
said.

But if the 2 percent spending cap re-
mains intact, the extra money wounld be
virtually consumed by commitments the
Legistature already has made 1o public
schools, Kirscht said.

By the time pay ratses for state em-
pleyees and spending inereases for col.
leges and universities are added, spend-
ing will have to increase by 4 percent or 5
percent or other programs will have to
be cut sharply, Kirscht told his ¢ol-

Those euts “appear to be attractive inj-
tialty until you begin to hear from yopr
constituents and {hen £Very program has
4 constituency,” Kirscht said,

“Something’s got to give,” he added.
Kirscht suggested expanding or repiacing
portions of Biedsoe's tax Proposal with a
10-cent hike in the cigarette tax, and the
institution of an electronic lottery game.

Tax inerease 9ast resort*

The package would raise Tore money
faster than Bledsoe's proposal partly pe-

cause seme of Bledsoe’s income tax in. -

(Teases wouldn’t hecome effestive unti
1387, And the loitery money could go for
construction projects the state otherwise
won'l be able to afford, Kirscht saig.

But other lawmakers argued the siate
can save millions of dollars before resori-
ing to tax increases.

Rep. Phit Pankey, a Littleton Repubi-
can, nioted a receni report by the Colora.
Co Public Expenditure Council that saig
slate employees earn the fourth-hi
average monthly salaries in the couniry.

1f state workers gel a § percent raise
this year, Colorado will te with Califor.
ma for the second-highest average

monthly salary in the country, Pankey .
S L lary bl A
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Increase in gas

By Neit Westergaarg
Denver Post Capitof Bureau Chief

With election-year politics apparently
on Us mind, a Senale committee voled
down a proposat Thursday to raise gaso-
line taxes 6 cents a gallon to finance new
roads and highway maintenance.

The vote comes after months of Jegis.

work which proponents of higher gag
taxes say is so broken down that repairg
alone in some places won't be enough and
total repiacement is peeded.

“THis is damned

eeds in the state,

ing has to be done about get-
ting adequate highways and streets in
this state. If we don't. we re not going Lo

House leaders OK

By Michelle P. Fulcher
Derwor Post Capitol Biraay

House Republicans approved Thursday
a gutied package of tax increases and a
tough state government spending limit.

If the package remains intaet there
wauld be no money to build a state prison
hext year, and pianned IncTedses in ma-
Jor programs such as higher education
and mental health probably weuld go by
the wayside,

A 7 percent limit on new state spendi
also would force elimination ors%itgmlg
S0me programs Legislgu've budget writ-
ers have said they wi) Iry to aveid
layoffs or delays in pay raises for state
warkers.

The proposal now Bo¢es to the Republi.
cans in the state Senate, however, where
estimates of how much money the state

i L pext year, and what it_gan

) ‘afford to spend, are much less conserva-

tive
Skittish on tax bikes

Also, severa] proposed tax increases
are under consideration separately, hut
i 3 series of recent moves lawmakers
have demonstrated thelr skittishness
about major tax raises in an election
year.

“The door is open tg what the majority
of the Legistature cag agree on as io
cuts, rearrangement of pricrities in the
budget, or the alternative is tax mereas.
es,"” House Speaker Bey Bledsoe, R-

ursda

Y.

“Or they can leave it as jt is, but that
willhetough.‘..'l‘heschou}swi]llare
well, but nohody else will fare well,”

The Legislature's Joint Budget Com.
mittee already has committed $32.5 .
Lion of next year's £37.2 million spending
increase to public schools, although the
full Legislature coyld change that, oo,

Thursday's vote by House Republicans
came the day after Bledsoe reireated
from his plans to include a f-cent gag tax
hike in his spending plan.

be able to move " Meiklejohn said.

Like most states and the federal gov.
ernment, Colorado pays for highway con.
struction and maintenance with money
iised from gasoline and diesei fuel tax.
es. The gas tax is 12 cents a gallon; for
diesel, it's 13 cents a galion.

The defeat of- Meiklejohn s proposal
came afler sopme pariiamentary jockey-
ing by members of the commmittee to put
the bill in a form palatable to 2 majority

+ of the committee, The mansuvering in-

cluded an altempt by the committee's
chairman, Republican Sen, Les Fowler of
Boulder, to impose an immediate 10-cent
increase in the existing 1%.cent Easoline
tax and 13-cent diese} fye] levy.

Meiklejohn's Proposal cafled for an im-
mediate §-cent increase, with an addi.
lional penny increase every July 1 ior the
next five years

“I think we have a rea] need right

House Republican leaders presented their tax proposal to Senateleadersata maeting Thursday

Without the £35S tax, the state will have
$1.3 ion next year ig finance such
projects, inchuiding a new medinm securi-
Ly prison at Ordway. Construction hag be-
£un on that preject, and it was budgeted
for $18 million next vear.

“IF you take this package and do noth.
ing, absolutely ng
have enough to build
said. ’

g — no, they don't
Ordway,” Rledsoe

tax voted

now," said Fowler. - There’s a job to be
done and we ought to gét on with it

With Httle on about why, how-
ever, the committee voted down
Fowler's proposal, the 11-cent phased-in
approach and, finally, a flat é-cent in-
crease in the gas tax,

A 6-cenl inerease would cost 2 typicai
motarist - gne who buys two 15-gallon
tanks a week — about §1 a Year more
than he pays now i fuel taxes. It would
raise more than $100 million for the state,
however, which shares
with county and municipal governments
for roadway Tepair and constroction,

There is no organi Spposition to the
£2S tax measure, which hss been en-
dorsed by business, loeal Eovernmient and
real estate development intersst groups
in the state, But many legislstors carn-
paignedinlmpromisingnottoraise
taxes and are hard-pressed 1o raise them

gutted tax-hike plan

sinnsef!axhiksamvedovermelast
several years in the face of continuing
budget problems.

The only immediate money-raiser is
elimination of “indexing,” an annuat ag.
j brackets for inflation

million,

The following year there would be two

Ex-officer in
testifies for helmet law

By Jeffrey A. Roberts
Deervomr Post Capiol Blunga
Pavid Nanmnican rmmm = Lo va .

The transpy
heard the nther cida ne su.

down

now, with the generat election 10 months
away. “

Commitiee member Steve Durham, 3
Colorado Springs Republican Wwho op-
posed all three measures, said the in.
creases are too much for taxpayers to ¢
bear right now. -

“You are talking about a substantial
amount of increased taxes without any
assurance that the Highway Department
is going to do any kind of a better job,”
said Dirham, a longtime eritic of the
Highway Departm .the commit- __
tee meeting,

“T think they underesiimate the good
Sense of Coloradans ™ saig Meiklejohn.
“They know something has to be dene.

’f!'hey .know they are going'to have to pav.
or it."”

Proponents are expecied to try again
in a few weeks when ancther bil] eon:
cerning highways comes up for debate.

“The Defrver Pest / Duané Howeil

other changes: A half-percent credit on
individual -im:m'netl taxes woulg be
Tepealed permanently, raising $38.6 il
lon;- and a new graduated schiedule for _
corperate income taxes would be estgh-
Hsked. The graduated schedule will cost - .
the state money compared with the 5 per.
cent fiat corporate tax now in ‘place, bug
would raise more money than areturn to
the earfier gradusted corporate tax
schedule,

riation committee algo -

ot

eelchair ~
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Tax plan irks Republican

Senators. |

J A. Roberts )
R neer -
Republican state senators were sup-
posed to lsten and ask questions Mop,
day at a meeting to the House
GOP’s tax-increase

year.
thig "1 personally do not care for what the

House decided on,” gaid Sen Martha
Ezzard of Cherry Hills Village, I think
wehavealongwayiogo” -

Ezzard laterG glgbomtgd;s on her re-

marks, sayi senatars should raj-
M 17 behind some major new taxes that
s88, were lefl out of the House propesal — a

gasoline tax increase and, perhaps,

realistically low {0 meet the “long-
term te,

Sen. h Cole of Littleton alsg said
be i3 dissa ed with the House revenye
package, but he thinks g 2 perdent
spending lmit is too high

Why shouldn't the state limit s

and always go m,” Cole said.
we're not in that kingd of economic chi-
ioate »
Cole said he would advocate pay cuts —— - -

for civil service ernployees as a way to o The Denver Post / Duane Fowen
trim the budget, “buzt Tknow thie e Allerd, R-Lovelang

wouldn’t appeal to anyone here ™

. A

The House tax proposal, if it remaing Dodge, who sits op the Legtsla- SO b d t ' k
f#f mtact, would force the culting of sorfte  ture's Joint Budget Committee m'e u e areas at nS

programs and the etimination of o ers. Sen. Jim Beatty of Fort Collins, anoth- If the sta th i
The plan includes no new taxes, pelying  er JBC member, said the Commillee has ~ Defver Post Capitol Surean last ;2:;— nt;ﬁgdas nnfn?g’zfasrgpﬁ
instead on the indefinite contin tion of  heen cutting one department request af-  There's been a iot of discussion abotit g1 for pew spending will have to be | o
tax hikes that were due 1g efpire next ter another, and the budget still repre.- Eow much new Spending should be ap. scuttled — or existing programs eyt — &7
year, ) sents a 5 percent 10 8 percent increase . thorized by ihe Legistaiure this year, to make the budget balance, whichisre. |
m‘f'amytil;sirmg &ﬂr_ead w thqze over the current year's but What do all those pereentages really guireq by the state Constitution,
€5, 50 effect is gene Yy consid- . mean? 3

gred less painul thary new Loy or sux yosEmate I}Eg"ggggf;b‘g’“sgg;glgg ton o ercent of the state's 51,89 by 1, ATIOUE, the bl et et e |

s o S e WL I e WL S T
The only tlﬁ-n édiate revensgle-_ra!.fher Sue. Several members of the GOP s0 (,,, ? ' mgw $53 milion for priso
included in the/House pro is the  eaucus also expry . y 853 ntlli " prisons,
- | elimination of/meams £r0 R?mdemg'.. oS exp ;mmg tgg::“ on. i Igwaziaskem a}re:dy hta\‘;e ot spend- o %33 milion for the Colorado By

for inatostmer of ax brackels  sales and income ok ee o HEWESIOr vy cvar. oo xS, DUdgEL by o he g Teau of Investigation

o That would raise §7 million,  jgg5 he favors a =3 peoiacOle SAYS he or L, g1 g e in programs to eope
. . ) ) ) ) she AVOrS al percent Inerease™ ip with the cmmcanymenmyml

With or without major tax increases, Dodge saict sales tax cotlections for Spending over the current budget, they o Tnoreases in state aid {o loca)
slicing”the budget so that next Year's  the year so far are about $15 milion pe-  really mean Spending the same smount schools,
thar g doestil exceed 2 percent more  low projecticns Actual figures are ex.  thal the Colorado Legislature PPk increases n state college and um.
ap current spending will require a Jot Pected within a few days. aled last year — $1.89 hilion versity programs,

L, e . _ .
restrict unanimous verdicts
first-degree murder — gp that just 10 says “You did 11’ then you're guilty, Now, ment, Gwens sald Cf

An Aurora lawmaker, declaring that  jurors would be needed 1o conviet a de-  that's a dandy 1 1t works well in ready setiled by less thay umnanimous con-
the Scdles of justice have been tipped too  fendant, Russia. I'q say their

‘criminal defénse _sent.asarenﬁjjmrycourts—mmm.
far ig favor of the defendant, proposed The same would be true of people  cOsis are very low,”

(():I;E;:ashmg of teeth, " said Denyer Sen.

**"The Supreme Court #tself is obviously
fation Monday that would do away charged with first. and second-class mis- Owens said he gof the idea after read. a prime example. A 34 decision is the
the requirement that verdicts in  demesnors. Petty offenses, where jurtes  ing a newspaper comurnmist several years law of the appellate coimts. 2]
Pt serions crimes be unanimons are frequently made up of just

six pecple,  2go. He said Oregon and Louisiana both  Fere n fhg Legisiature, wé miake deei,
"For 200 years, we've sort of had a  would require concurrence of just five have laws that aflaw i 1 >

W, Jures to conviet  sioms.on laws Owens said,

e of uhanimous juries, but 200 years  jurors to convier criminal defendants with less than a Gweéns sgié he has the sopport of the

4go, the defendant didn’t haye everythi Criminal defense lawyers will undoubt. mmanimous verdict, and the concept has  state Distriet Attorneys Council, which

Eoing for him that he hasg today,” Aurora  edly oppose the hitl, ‘ been upheld by the 1. S Supreme Court.  belped Mim draft the Bill. “T took the idea

Republican Rep. Bil) Owens said. “Y can appreciate the fact nobody *“This, In many cases, wonld give the to them, and 4s you might imagine, they
“T think the court system is almost wants cirminal activity, I den't either, » proseculion a better chance of dolug its  Joved . ‘

acked against the Prosecution™ he said Larry Pozner, president of the Colg- Job, which ig to profect the puble,” Said Pozer: “ome of these days, all of

i rado Criminal Defense Rar, “But wiping  Owens said. ) these bills the Legis]am_re_ i g

OWens’ hill, HB 1234, proposes tg outthe Biil of Rights is not the solution * There are mhan i " (Timingl justice are EOINZ 1o pass, and
requirements for conviction “H you want to make it easier, why pects of Soclety where decisions are ]
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